Maine Chapter of the American College of Emergency Physicians

Business Meeting

Manchester, Maine

December 7, 2005

Minutes
In attendance:
Kevin Kendall, MD, Mike Gibbs, MD, John Saucier, MD, Janet Fowle, MD, Judy Sandick, MD (Guests Sarah and David Nutt), Mark Cousineau, MD (guest Amber), Sid Steinkeler, MD, David Stuchiner, MD, Paul Liebow, MD, Harry Grimmnitz, MD, Phil Tedrick, DO, Scott Kemmerer, MD, Jo Linder, MD, and Anna Bragdon, Chapter Executive.

Welcoming Remarks and Introductions.   Kevin Kendall, MD, Maine ACEP President, welcomed the group and asked them to go around the room and introduce themselves.
Minutes.  The minutes from the September 2005 meeting were approved as read.
ACEP Council Meeting and Resolutions. Dr. Kendall noted that for the first time the Council elected ACEP’s President-Elect (Brian Keaton, MD) as well as Chair of the Board (John Bibb, MD).  He reviewed the Rural Emergency Medicine Workforce Bill and the National Health Services Core Scholarship Program.  This program provides loan forgiveness for serving more rural parts of the country.  He also noted that ACEP reopened membership criteria to allow those eligible before January 1, 2000 to be able to join.
ACEP Report Cards.  Dr. Kendall noted that the release of the report card has been delayed.  We expect it in early January.

Medical Direction and Practice Board.  Dr. Kendall noted that they are formalizing a medical control course, to be mandated.  It will be finalized in the next 3-6 months and will be available online.  Dr. Kendall announced that he has been the Maine ACEP representative to the Board but that he is going to be the Region 2 Medical Director.  Matt Scholl has been appointed to fill his position.  There will be an election in March.  Also regarding EMS, they are considering no psych transports during inclement weather.  
Membership Survey.  Dr. Kendall directed everyone to look at the draft survey in their packet and make comments.  We are doing this to get a handle on how Maine ACEP can best serve its members.  We will also use the information we get back with our membership drive.

Education.  Dr. Gibbs has been working to increase education and our presence at national ACEP.  He noted that there were six speakers from Maine at this year’s Scientific Assembly.  This has been a priority of his for the last three years.

Medical Clearance Guidelines.  The group noted that they have been using the medical clearance guidelines but they are losing beds because it takes so much time.  We need to figure out a way to have beds held.  We have kept up with the psychiatrists but should do it more.  It’s not right to order all the tests.  Dr. Stuchiner suggested working with the MPA and the MHA on this.  
Action item:  Anna will check out with the group that had been meeting about this issue.
Treasurer’s Report.  Paul Liebow, MD reported that our finances were stable.  With everything paid at the end of the year, we will have 38k in the bank.  Regarding membership, Anna will check out to see how we compare with other states on percentage of membership.

Legislative Task Force on Maine’s Homeland Security.   Dr. Liebow sits on this task force, as a citizen representative.  Larry Mutty, a psychiatrist, is also on it.  He noted that some themes are emerging as they meet and will have a preliminary report out soon.  They will be identifying things that need to be worked on both nationally and at the local level.  He doesn’t expect politics to disrupt their work on the committee.  The issues they are looking at include Avian flu, surge capacity, border issues/evacuation, communications, first responders (fire service) and nuclear clean-up.  Dr. Liebow would like to get more ER docs before the committee.  

Action item:  Anna will send the report around to members when it comes out.
Legislative Update.  Gordon Smith, Esq,. Executive VP at the Maine Medical Association, updated the group on several issues.  First, he noted that the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program was a good program and well worth signing up for.  Anna will send the sign-up link around as soon as the program has real-time access.  Second, he reviewed medical liability.  Premiums for ED doctors have risen 79%.  The Coalition remains an active force at the State House and in the press.  They need more patients to help with grass roots advocacy.  A business plan for the continuation of the Coalition will be sent to everyone.  They continue to look for financial support.  Gordon thanked the group for their 5k contribution.
MMA Contract with Maine ACEP.  Gordon asked the group for an increase in their contract of $2,000, making their contract approximately 12k a year.  Kevin Kendall asked Gordon to send us a memo with deliverables in it.  This issue will be considered by the executive committee and presented at the March 2006 meeting.

Motion:  The Executive Committee is authorized to negotiate a new contract with the MMA and bring it to the March meeting as an informational piece.
Special Presentation:  Maine ACEP member Judy Sandick and her husband David Nutt presented a slide show and detailed description of their five year sailing trip around the world.  
Next meeting.  Wednesday, March 8, 2006, at the Freedom Café in Waterville.
Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 9pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Anna Bragdon
Chapter Executive

